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EVENTS OF THE DAY 

IN CHARGE OF 

GARNET ISABEL PELTON 

Denver, Colorado 

RESUME OF THE SECOND YEAR OF THE WAR 

The second year of the war, which ended August 1, 1916, may be 
outlined by at least a score of outstanding events. 

1. August and September, 1915. The Teutons hurled the Russians 
back capturing much Russian territory, including Poland, and regain- 
ing the Austrian crown-lands of Galicia and Bukowina. 

2. October 13. Bulgaria joined the Central Powers and with them 
subjugated Servia and Montenegro. 

3. October 15. Edith Cavell, an English nurse in Belgium, was 
executed by the Germans for aiding Allied prisoners to escape. 

4- November. General Townshend's gallant little force in Mesopo- 
tamia was shut up in Kut-el-Amara by the Turks, where after 143 days 
of increasing starvation, it surrendered. 

5. December 19 and January 9. The Allied forces withdrew from 
the Dardanelles after a futile and protracted effort to reach Constan- 
tinople. Over 100,000 men were lost and five battleships. 

6. January, 1916. The Russian Grand Duke Nicholas began his 
successful invasion of Asia Minor. Already he has wrested Armenia 
from the Turks. 

7. February 23. The battle of Verdun began. Here half the French 
army is still resisting the German onslaught. 

8. March 8. Germany declared war on Portugal after the latter's 
seizure of German ships in Portuguese harbors. The Portuguese, up 
to date, are fighting the Germans only in Africa. 

9. April 18. President Wilson's note to Germany, after the tor- 
pedoing of the Sussex (March 24), was virtually an ultimatum on the 
submarine controversy, to which Germany acceded. 

10. April 21. Irish Revolt occurred in Dublin. Several hundred 
fives were lost and the ringleaders were executed, the most noted of 
whom was Sir Roger Casement. 

11. May 31. The German and British fleets fought the greatest 
naval battle in history off the coast of Jutland (Denmark). Both sides 
claimed the victory. 
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It. June 5. Kitchener and his staff were drowned off the Orkney 
Islands where his ship struck a mine. 

IS. May and June. The Austrians made a drive across the Alps 
into Italy. The Italians are now regaining the conquered country. 

14. June 4. A Russian drive was started. Russia broke 100 
miles of Austrian lines, recaptured Bukowina, and entered Hungary. 

This simultaneous offensive of the Italians, the Russians, and of the 
British and French along the river Somme in July, is called "The 
Battle of Europe." 

15. July. Arabs rebelled against Turkish rule in Arabia. The 
sacred city of Mecca has been taken and Medina, the burial place of 
Mohammed, is threatened. 

16. July 10. The Deutschland, the new German merchant subma- 
rine, arrived at Baltimore unarmed and bringing a cargo of dyestuffs. 
In spite of Allied protests, the Deutschland was adjudged a merchant 
boat by our government and was therefore not interned. She left for 
Germany August 1. A fleet of such submarines is planned by Germany 
to thwart the English blockade. 

17. July 19. Britain's blacklisting of eighty-two American firms 
(chiefly controlled in Germany) is an extension of her Trading-with- 
the-Enemy Act, which forbids her subjects trading with belligerents. 
It is also the first fruit of the Economic Conference of the Allies, which 
met at Paris, June 4. This conference had a twofold object; to unit- 
edly wage war in economic as well as military spheres (as it asserted 
the Central Powers are planning to do) and to secure for themselves 
full economic independence. In answer to an inquiry by our State 
Department, the English ambassador stated that the act was not 
directed against neutrals, the question was, "Is that firm by its busi- 
ness operations strengthening our enemies." If this measure does not 
go beyond prohibiting British subjects dealing with specified business 
houses it is probably within the scope of the law. 



The Danish West Indies. Last month the United States signed 
a treaty (which has yet to be ratified by the Senate and the Danish par- 
liament) to purchase for $25,000,000 the Danish West Indies, St. 
Thomas, St. John and St. Croix. On several occasions Germany has 
intervened to prevent this purchase as she has large interests in St. 
Thomas and the islands are an important asset in capturing South 
American trade. Their value to us is strategic, as in the hands of a 
hostile power they would be a serious menace to the Panama Canal. 



